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FROM: Sports Information
Bob G illu ly  
Montana U niversity 
Missoula, Montana
RELEASE SUNJAY, AUG. 1 0 ,  1 9 5 8
MISSOULA, MONT®, AUGo 1 0 —-Montana U n iversity 's  student-financed g o l f  course, 
termed one o f the fin e s t  c o lle g ia te  courses in the west, w il l  open August 15® 
Final work in  readying the nine-hole course was completed la s t  week and 
director Joe Bobot-h said " everything is  in fin e  shape’5 fo r  the opening date®
A tentative  dedication  ceremony has been planned fo r  Aug. 17, as w ell as 
exhibition rounds by some o f the s ta te 's  top amateurs and p ro fess ion a ls , student 
services d irector  Earl M artell announced®
He explained that the $47,000 f a c i l i t y  has been financed s o le ly  by a student 
loan to the U niversity, which w il l  be repaid over a period o f years through 
course income.
"Following U niversity p o licy  o f expanding our recreation al f a c i l i t i e s  
without cost to the taxpayer, the course is  designed to be an e n tire ly  s e l f -  
supporting u n it ,” he sa id ,
"We fe e l that i t  is  a fin e  addition  to  our recreation  program, which in 
this day and age is  a d e fin ite  necessity® More and more emphasis has been 
playei on recreation  and physical fitn e ss  in our so c ie ty , and a g o l f  course 
is a log ica l addition  to  our other recreation a l fa c i l i t ie s ® "
The course, located  ju st south o f  Campbell Park and the " s t r ip "  houses 
in Missoula, is 3335 yards in length . Par is  36, and the longest hole is  the 
9th, 526 yards.
Number one tee is  about in the east-west center o f .the course, ju st south 
of a temporary clubhourse that w il l  be u t il iz e d  u n til a permanent bu ild ing can 
be constructed.
(more)
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Work, under Boboth’ s d ire c t io n , has progressed stea d ily  since the f i r s t  d ir t  
•was move! in the f a l l  o f 1956- Pipe -was la id  in June o f 1957, and fairways were 
seeded in  the f a l l  o f  la st  year. Greens were seeded th is  year.
A combination Kentucky Blue and Red Top grass has been used on the fairways, 
while A storia Bent grass covers the greens. Boboth termed th is  the " id e a l” type 
of grass fo r  the course, considering terra in  and weather.
A Buckner water system, u t il iz in g  almost-hidden water spouts, covers the 
entire course. The course a lso  is  unique in that no water hoses are used,
Boboth commented.
Eliminating rocks, a perennial problem in liissou la , was accomplished by 
building up the grass cover with f e r t i l i z e r .
"We a ctu a lly  covered up the rocks by putting a layer o f s o i l  and grass 
above them," was the way Boboth described i t .
Approximately 3,000 trees  and shrubs w il l  be planted, probably starting 
next spring, to eliminate the now-bare appearance o f  the course.
This is  a lso  unique, since the greenway represents a p er fect  c ro ss -se c tio n  
of trees being studied by the U niversity Forestry sch ool. School o f f i c i a l s  
Uean Ross A. Williams and assistan t p rofessor 0. B. Howell planned the tree  
design with the idea in mind that tree  growth on the course can be studied by 
forestry  students.
Sand traps and other obstacles w il l  be implemented when other landscaping 
is  concluded.
"The course is  a ctu a lly  an easy one at the present time, but we fe e l  that 
it  w il l  compare with the best nine-hole courses in the state when we’ re f in ­
ished,” Boboth commented.
Another feature is  a 135-yard driving range at the northeast corner o f the 
course, which w il l  be used prim arily by U niversity g o lf  c la sse s .
(more)
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In a c tu a lity  the course is  not a "new" f a c i l i t y ,  but only a revamping o f  a 
course that f e l l  in to disuse during World War I I .
The older course was b u ilt  in  the early  1920’ s by members o f theMissoula 
Country Club, then was abandoned about 1927 when the Country Club moved to it s  
new 18-hole course south o f  town.
The U niversity took over and operated the course u n til the depression.
It was closed from about 1934 u n til 1940, then the U niversity students again 
re-opened i t  fo r  a few years.
Eventual plans on the ’’ new" f a c i l i t y  c a l l  fo r  18 holes, to be completed 
when (and i f )  the present"strip"houses are removed.
The d ire cto r , Boboth, is  a young man (and MSU student) o f  wide and varied 
golfing experience. K artell unhesitatingly  gives him c re d it  fo r  the " fin e  de­
velopment" o f the new course.
Joe graduated from Great F alls  high school in 1949, spent a year at Great 
Falls C ollege, two years in the Marines, and then returned to Great F alls  to  
become groundskeeper at the Municipal course there u n til 1956.
He entered MSU in the f a l l  o f 1956 and immediately took charge o f the 
infant g o lf  course, as w ell as competing on the U niversity v a rs ity  g o l f  team.
He is  a past Montana amateur g o l f  champion (1951), and has won every major 
tournament in the sta te , as w ell as many in the northwest, during the past 10 years.
Actual planning fo r  the course was in it ia te d  under a committee o f chairman 
Ed Chinske, Marcus Bourke, Morris McCollum, Dean YTilliams, M artell, Doctor Don 
Barnett, and students Bob Arras, Gary Bradley, John H ill and Don Rebirds. Lawn 
maintenance engineers are John English and B ill  Cushman. William Karst, a 
well-known course engineer from Hayden Lake, Idaho, supervise! green seeding 
operations th is  spring.
Green fees w il l  be $1.25 fo r  Missoula residents, 50 cents fo r  U niversity 
students, and 75 cents fo r  high school students.
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